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other. There has literally been—I've gotten
no recommendations from my staff on it.
We've had no meeting. Tony Lake and | had
our first passing conversation about it last
night about 6 p.m. So we’ll make a decision
quite soon and announce it, but there has
been no decision made.

Q. Well, you wouldn’t go, would you, if
there’s a war on in Chechnya?

The President. | have said, there is no
decision made. | have made no decision. I've
had no meeting. And when 1 do, I'll let you
know.

Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown

Q. Mr. President, does Ron Brown still
have your support?

The President. He’s the best Commerce
Secretary we've ever had. And he’s gotten
more results. That ought to be the test. He's
a good Commerce Secretary. The questions
that have been raised about what happened
before he became Commerce Secretary are
being looked into in an appropriate fashion.
And meanwhile, he’s on the job, and I'm sup-
porting him in that.

No Commerce Secretary has ever done
more than he has to create jobs for Ameri-
cans and to support the interest of American
business. And that is the test. And he should
go forward and do his job. That's what I want
him to do.

Thank you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks Commemorating the
50th Anniversary of lwo Jima
in Arlington, Virginia

February 19, 1995

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. | think
we should give Colonel Barber a round of
applause for his remarks and for his service.
[Applause]

General and Mrs. Mundy, Secretary and
Mrs. Brown, honored veterans and families,
distinguished guests, my fellow Americans.
Today on this wonderfully quiet morning,
within sight of so many of our Nation’s great
monuments and on the edge of our national
cemetery, where some of those whom we
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honor today are buried, we recall the fury
of war and a landmark in our history that
is one of both loss and triumph. We gather
in the company of heroes, those who served
at Iwo Jima. Many of them do rest nearby,
but we thank God that many are still here
today.

Fifty years ago, with their lives before
them, they left everything, their families,
their loved ones, the serenity and security
of their homes, to fight for a just cause. They
departed on a journey to places they had
never heard of to confront dangers they
could not have imagined. But they never
wavered or faltered. And when they were
done, our liberties and our homes were safe
again.

Last year at Normandy, | was privileged
to say something | would like to say again
because | think that the rest of us can never
say it enough: To all of you who served at
lwo Jima, we are the children of your sac-
rifice, and we are grateful. On behalf of a
grateful nation, 1 would like to ask all of those
here who served at Iwo Jima to stand and
be recognized. [Applause]

Today the dimensions of their struggle still
stagger us. As we have heard, when they at-
tacked Iwo Jima, the enemy was so deeply
dug in as to be invisible and all but impreg-
nable. The carnage on the beaches was al-
most unimaginable. The sands were black
and deep and so soft that one man said it
was like walking on coffee grounds. Trying
to claim just a few hundred yards, troops
were raked by gunfire and pinned down. And
as Secretary Brown said, on the first day
2,400 were killed. On hearing of the casual-
ties, President Roosevelt was reported to
have gasped with horror for the first time
since Pearl Harbor.

Securing Iwo Jima was supposed to take
less than 2 weeks, but it took 5. Progress was
a yard’s advance. But never were the words
“issue in doubt”, the call for withdrawal, ut-
tered. The 75,000 who went ashore pulled
together. Privates rose and took command.
In just one case of many, a platoon suffered
S0 many casualties that command passed to
12 different marines. Navy corpsmen saved
one life after another, pulling the wounded
from battle. The Seabees did their vital con-
struction work under constant fire.
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But 13 days into the battle, the first crip-
pled B-29 touched down on an island land-
ing strip. And eventually more than 2,200 of
those B-29's made emergency landings on
their return from bombing runs. Nearly
25,000 airmen owed their lives to the troops
who secured Iwo Jima.

Admiral Nimitz put it perfectly: “Among
the Americans who served on Iwo Jima, un-
common valor was a common virtue.” Our
country saw the true definition of courage.
Everyone who waded ashore on Iwo Jima
shared that quality.

Captain Robert Dunlap scrambled to an
exposed position 200 yards ahead of our lines
at the base of Mt. Suribachi. Amid constant
enemy fire, he directed the attack on pill-
boxes and emplacements, not for 1 or 2 hours
but for 48 hours. His extraordinary action
helped to make it possible for the marines
to sweep through the island’s western beach-
es. “All in a day’s work,” he said.

Douglas Jacobson, a private first class from
Rochester, New York, showed what real
strength of body and spirit can do. When a
fellow marine was shot, he grabbed the man’s
bazooka and sprinted through the area called
“Meat Grinder,” destroying 16 positions be-
fore he ran out of ammunition. The bazooka,
by the way, that he had was a two-man weap-
on, but he shouldered it alone.

Captain Joseph McCarthy showed us the
meaning of determination. With his company
under merciless fire from several enemy
strongholds, he charged through an open
field to one of them and knocked it out with
a carbine and grenades. He then repeated
the feat three more times, using his bare
hands when necessary. He cleared an essen-
tial ridge on the way to one of the island’s
airstrips.

And Jack Lucas, whom | had the privilege
of introducing at the State of the Union Ad-
dress, was 17 years old when he threw him-
self on two grenades to save the lives of his
comrades. Not long ago he said: “It didn’t
matter who you were or where you were
from, you relied on one another, and you did
it for your country.”

These are just a few of the countless feats
of heroism from that distant place in time,
deeds all of you who served performed for
your Nation. And these stories are just 4 of
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the stories of the 27 Medal of Honor winners
on Iwo Jima, the largest from any single bat-
tle in American history. We are honored to
have these four winners today with us. And
I ask them to be recognized at this time. [Ap-
plause]

This is their legacy. This is the legacy of
all of you who served, to those in the units
that took Suribachi; to the nurses and doctors
who worked under constant fire on the
beachfronts; to the sailors on the hundreds
of support ships; to the African-American
Montford Point marines, who fought off the
last desperate attack by the enemy; to the
families who so courageously endured at
home, this is the legacy of bravery and dedi-
cation you have given us.

To be worthy of that sacrifice, we must
determine in this time to remain the strong-
est nation in the world so that our freedom
is never again threatened. And we must work
to create a nation worthy of the generation
that saved it for our freedom. We must do
it together.

Ultimately no lesson from Iwo Jima looms
larger than the one behind me. This image
of the flag-raising over Mt. Suribachi, known
around the world from Joe Rosenthal’s pic-
ture and captured before us in Felix de
Weldon’s great bronze memorial, tells it all.
Instantly it became the symbol of our effort
in World War I1. It was published and repub-
lished until every American could see it with
his eyes closed. Six men straining together,
giving all they have, faces turned to the task
of planting our flag: Block, Sousley, Hayes,
Bradley—the Navy corpsman—Gagnon and
Strank. A real picture of America, a Texan
and Kentuckian, a Wisconsin farm boy, a Na-
tive American, a New Englander of French
Canadian stock, a kid from the coal country
of Pennsylvania.

Hard men wept when they saw the flag
fly over Suribachi. President Roosevelt want-
ed the flag-raisers brought stateside as he
rose to boost morale on the homefront. But
three of them never got the chance. They
were on lwo Jima, their faces still turned to
the task, when they were killed days later.
They gave us still forever this picture of com-
mon purpose of striving together, of the unity
that our Nation forged out of the many who
make it up.
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For all Americans today, for those who still
defend our liberty in uniform, and those who
fight for decency and civility in our towns
and communities, the men and women of
lwo Jima will forever stir our hearts, spur
our conscience, and summon us to action.
With our eyes closed, we can all still see the
flag rising atop the hill.

May God bless them all, and may God
bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at the
lwo Jima Memorial. In his remarks, he referred
to Iwo Jima veteran Col. William Barber; Gen.
C.E. Mundy, Jr., USMC, Commandant, Marine
Corps; and Secretary of Veterans Affairs Jesse
Brown.

Remarks on Regulatory Reform
February 21, 1995

Thank you very much. | want to begin by
thanking the Vice President for his leader-
ship on this issue. When we formed our part-
nership back in 1992, and we talked about
all the things we wanted to do, and we had
a series of long, fascinating conversations in
which he talked to me about science and
technology and the environment, and |
talked to him about education and economic
development and reinventing Government,
and | told him that when | was a Governor,
every couple of years we'd eliminate an agen-
cy just to see if anybody noticed. [Laughter]
And normally, they didn’t. [Laughter] And
they never did complain when they did no-
tice.

And | asked him if he would—then after
we actually won and came here, | asked him
if he would get involved with this and really
try to make it work for the American people,
because | was convinced that there was so
much justifiable anxiety out there among our
people about the way Government operates,
that unless we could change that we’'d never
be able to maintain the faith of the taxpayers
and the integrity of the Federal Government.

I also asked him to do it because he was
the only person | could trust to read all
150,000 pages in the Code of Federal Regu-
lations. [Laughter] At this very moment, Tip-
per is being treated for insomnia at the
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Georgetown Hospital—[laughter]—but he’s
just about through.

I also want to thank all of you who are
here who represent really the future of the
Federal Government and the future of its
ability to maintain the confidence of the
American people that we're protecting and
promoting their interest and doing it in a way
that reinforces instead of defies common
sense.

I believe very strongly in the cause of regu-
latory reform. And as the Vice President said,
we've been working at it for about 2 years
now. | also believe that we have to hold fast
to certain standards. | believe we can bring
back common sense and reduce hassle with-
out stripping away safeguards for our chil-
dren, our workers, our families.

There are proposals pending in the Con-
gress today which go beyond reform to roll
back, arguably even to wrecking, and | op-
pose them. But | believe we have the burden
of reform. And that means we have to change
in fundamental ways the culture of regulation
that has permeated this Government
throughout administrations, from administra-
tion to administration, from Republicans to
Democrats occupying the White House.

The Federal Government to many people
is not the President of the United States. It's
the person who shows up on the doorstep
to check out the bank records or the safety
in the factory or the integrity of the work-
place or how the nursing home is being run.
| believe that we have a serious obligation
in this administration to work with the Con-
gress to reduce the burden of regulation and
to increase the protection to the public. And
we have an obligation on our own to do what
we can to change the destructive elements
of the culture of regulation that has built up
over time and energize the legitimate and
decent things that we should be doing here
in Washington and, more importantly, that
should be being done all across the country.

I thank those who have come here today
as examples of the progress which has been
made. We do want to get rid of yesterday’s
Government so we can meet the demands
of this new time. We do want results, not
rules. We want leaner Government, not
meaner Government. At a time when | have
said our obligation should be to create more



